Approved For Release 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDP80B01676R0042001800&B 


Executive Registry 




25X1 


Brigadier General A. J. Goodpaster, 
Sltaff Secretary x/ 

’the White House 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Andy: 



September 



I am making it a practice to post-mortem from the inteit-— — 
ligence angle all situations where there are abrupt governmental 
or other changes. Burma has been a recent instance. 1 enclose 
a memorandum submitted to me indicating the reporting we have 
done through our Current Intelligence Bulletin on this subject over 
the past few months, I feel that our intelligence coverage of these, 
developments was reasonably satisfactory, and that we were not taken 
by surprise. 


Z thought you might be interested in this memorandum of 
26 September. 

Faithfully yours, 

\ 


I 

Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


Enel. 


AWDrat 
Distribution: 

Orig - Addressee 
1 cc - DCI File 
1 cc - ER v j a p ea ding ^ ^ 



(Enel: 26 Sept 1958 memo to DCI via DO/l from 
AD/CI sub i : Recent Reporting on Burma in OCI 
Publications - Secret HOFQRN) 
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SUBJECT : 

thm bureeee Army s«iMd nationwide control at the 
country so 36 September , Areed forces Cowaander la 
Chief Ha Wta, aba is wtroagly aati-Ceamiaist , ms 
probably persuaded to set to prevent widespread vio- 
lence and Casaaalst galas ia elections scheduled for 
loveabtr. Superficially, tbs governess t resales ua~ 
caaagea with € la as premier. however , 9 Ha has 
announced bis acquiescence to arsy authority and will 
rasiga dun parliament conru*s oo 34 October. He 
says Hs Via will serve as iatsrla premier for six 
months and bold national elections within that time. 

Top leaders of the goweraseat coalition (ATW ft). 
Which had ruled Harm since independence ia 1143, 
split ia April. Personal rather than ideological 
difficulties between tl Hu asd hla rivals. Be Swe aad 
&yaw hyeia, wars the source of the break. 



The President 
Army Coup ia 9am 
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On 9 Jvati par lie sent voted does « no-confldence 
resolution introduced by B« See and lyat Bye la. Pre- 
mier Ku*e eight-vote vletery sas am d# possible by 44 
votes fron the Oomnnlst-desiaated *0F. He warn amp- 
ported by only 41 Members of bis sen party . At that 
tine, so st ell tines since the split beca.ee public, 
the aray reealaed neutral and saia tallied las and order 
despite threats of vielsaee between fol losers of the 
two factions. 

General Be *ia pebllely and privately declared 
his impartiality anong the soa-Comsunist groups bat 
named that he would act to preserve the ooeetry fro® 
increased Conmaaist Influence or control. Amy officers 
are salted is their loyalty to Bo Vis and la their anti- 
Common let vises. 

Since the & dene parliamentary vote, 9 Be 1 ms 
been bending every effort to end the Co semi let 
rebellion which tops la 1949. insurgents ha vs been 
responding in large ambers but have left most of 
their eras behind. The an sy has toss reported alarsed 
by these cached seapons and at the evident proving 
political strength of the Coaiwxalst-oriented political 
parties. 

- 2 - 

Approved For Release 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDP80B01676R0042001 8001 8-0 



Approved For Release 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDP80B01676R0042001 8001 8-0 


The political fragmentation of Sum‘« no**- 
Conennist parties and the personal rivalries of their 
leaders bare cade the prospects for aes-Cotaaonists 
increasingly bleak. This fra gsen tatioa has also led 
to increasing violence am o ng their partisans in pre- 
paring for the expected Bovember elections. 

Burma's aee leader, General Bm Win, has herete- 
fore remained outside partisan politics. Since 
serving temporarily ae deputy greater is 1849, he 
has devoted his tie# strictly to military matters. 

25X1 


ALLXK W. ggU.ES 
Director 
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